: John Baptift's Office i; in all Min Me 1 the 


G O R, 
A Senſe TA our Want 9 Eim, the only Dif for 
| Chriſt. | 
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Preached i in the 


N Church of Bal, in KENT, 
On Saturday, June the 24th, 17 58. 


3 Compliance with the Appointment of John 8 


_ Efq; late of Danſen i in that Pariſh, who, by his laſt Will 


and Teſtament, left a Freehold Eſtate of onehundred 


Pounds yer Aunum for ever, clear of all Abatements, 
for the building twelve ſubſtantial Alms-houſes for 


the Reception of twelve Families belonging to that 


_ Pariſh, at the Option of the Miniſter and Church - 


Wardens: and after the building of them, to be equal- 


e 1 divided Fa between the add twelve F amilics. 


"Dy. "HENRT PI E 5 "IT * 
0 Vicar of the Pariſh ; Gmetinit radon i of Trinity-Ccl- 


Lege, Dublin. Authar of two Letters 1 in Defence of 


our preſent Liturgy, againſt the © Candid Diſqui/i- 
tions;” and more eſpecially the Author of the © Ex- 
pediency, &c. of altering the preſent Liturgy. 


1 Tage, ye, for the Kingdem of GOD is at Hand, Mark 


iii. 2.— John food, and tao of his Diſciples, and lcol- 


ing unto Jeſus he jaid, (to them) Behold the Lamb of | 


_ GOD! John i. 35, 36.—Lo! J am with you alabdyc, 
even to the End 2 the WW. vrids. Matt. Xxvili. . 


— 


— , 
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Printed for the AurHñOR: and fold by M. . in 
| Paternoſter-Row ; and W. HE ARP, in Piccadilly. 1758. 
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Ts HE Author P this Diſcourſe hs 0 al 88 


me to acquaint the Public, that it was 

not his firſt Intention to publ. ih it. But ba 

ving conſidered how pertinent the Subject is 
to a Viſitation Sermon, preached by him ſome 


time ſince, at Sevenoakes, before the Right 


Worſhipful Doctor John Betteſworth, late 
Dean of the Arches, be Judged it might be 


3 proper la annex it thereto; not by Way of 


Inſtruction to his Superiors or Equals in the 
Miniſtry ; but to help Candidates for Holy Or- 
ders, or the younger Clergy—to beget in them 
awful Thoughts of the Importance of be Of-- 
ce they are entering into, or have juſt eu- 
tered : And that more eſpecially, becauſe the” 
very Beginning, as it is called by St. Mark, 
and indecd a very important Part of tbe 
miniſterial Fun#ion, namely, the alarming. 


| and ſtriking, the awakening and quickening 


dead, or (at beft) careleſs, Iuke-warm, phi-- 
| loſophic, decent, harmleſs Sinners, into a Sen-- 
ſibility of themſetves, or into a ſaving Know- 


N LE their own Hearts ; " 00. by this” AY 


- 


A 3. = Means, e 


i — 
— 


4 * 


6 ainſayers— 


vi * R E. F A C E. 


Means, preparing them for the Goſpel, woes 
is, making its Kingdom at Hand:“ 76 
ibe moſt ſuperficially treated of in that Dif: 

| courſe, of oy other... 


He 450 res falke, that his Bretbren of the 


: Clergy in general may know, that it was not 
| at his Inſtance, that the ſaid Diſcourſe was 
annexed to the laſt Edition of the Homilies 

and Articles with Notes, printed by the late 


John Lewis; for he thinks it unworthy of 5 
Jus Honour. But that, at that pious Editor's 


Requeſt to Him, it was done: And Wiſhes, 
that he had let the ſeveral Quotations continue 


(as publiſhed in the firſt and ſecond Editions) 


at the Bottom of the Page; and not ee 
Into the Boch of the e as there. 


1 «i it 66: I. Etters in ae of our 


preſent Liturgy,” he acknowledges their In- 
equality to the great Importance of the Sub- 


Je; but that ( though non defenſoribus 


iſtis) needful it was, that ſomething ſhould be 


done, by Somebody, to flop the Mouths of 


beyond the Mark, have miſſed it ; as they 


Have ſtruck at the Foundation of Scripture as 
well as Church 9 the Church indeed in 


general, 


thofe Deiſts, Arians, and An- _ 
_ titrinitarians, who, Having ſhot their Bolt 


p F F ww 


general, in their << ſo candid Diſquiſitions, 
and Expediency, yea Neceſſity of altering 
_ the preſent Doctrines as well as Liturgy. And 
that could he have prevailed on ſome Perſons, 
he applied to, (Perſons of greater Abilities, 
both of Head and Heart) he had never had 
the Hardineſs or Ambition of entering the Liſts 
_ with ſuch reputable Oppoſers of the Truth, 
ce the Truth as it is in Jesus!” Whom yet. 
he calls upon, now a third 77 ime, lo e 
plain, what they mean by Happy Con- 
« ſtitution Eccleſiaſtical,” /ince the Liturgy, 
Articles, and Hemilies, which they are for : 
es 3 if not ſetting aſide, are not 117. 
5 * fince the Doctrines of Trinity | in Uni- 
ee divine Eſſence of Man, in which he 
was originally created, and io which he muſt 


| again reſtored, by putting on the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, F he will be Man, and happy, 
 —The Dodtrines of Salvation by Grace, and 

of the UNCTION ( literally Chriſtianity !) of 

the Holy Spirit, which is their dum; that Unc- 
tion which alone chriſtianizeth, which alone 
begetteth both Repentance and Faith, which 
alone grveth Power lo natural Religion, 


weak as it is, through the Fleſh, ſays an 


Apoſtle ; which alone Petteth up the King- 

dom of GOD in the Heart of Man; which 

: alone Woe: it with the Graces of the Holy 
"SPUN 1 3 


vill P R HB F A 2 
Spirit; which alone ſheddeth abroad therein 

that Love of GOD and Man, which is the 
„ fulfilling of the Law,” and is the one 
Source of good Works (ſay our Homilies) ever 
inſeparablèe from this ſaving Faith; are not 


Laſtly, he defires, that the Readers of the ® 

above Letters will correct the Errors of the | 
Preſs in them, viz. In the Letter, p. 4.1. | 

30. to read every third Year. P. 23. J. 10. 

for ſo in, is in, J. 22. for Self-Enmity, 

Self-Sufficiency, Enmity. P. 25. J. 33, to 
read, not Chriſtian, becauſe that is hum 
bling. P. 34. J. 6, for their, your. In 
| the ſecond Letter, for Offspring, to read O- 
riginal. P. 90. J. 9, dele other. P. 59. Ge 
24, dele to, and ſome others, 


The PRINTER. 


And E al go before Hin- 


1 W 7 © 


Luxe 1 1 7 


| make ready a 1 prepare fir 
the Lord. 


W N HER E abe td Perſona ſpoken 
0 T Y of in the Text, our Lord Jeg 


I* 3 Chriſt, the Eternal GOD the 


de N x. great Myſtery of , GOD 


MANIFESTED IN THE FLESH | the Saviour 


of all Mankind; and John the Baptiſt, who 


= was the Meſſenger long before propheſied 


of in that gracious Character: namely, to 
go before his Face, on this divine Errand, 

8 Lark to make ready a People Prepared for the = 
RP 85 
Ihe Hiſtory of John the Babs iſt we have 

_ alread © conſidered, on former Occaſions, in 
his miraculous Birth, his holy (becauſe ſelf- 
denied) Life, his Conſtancy and Faithful- 
neſs, his Courage and Intrepidity, his Op- 


I _ poſition and cruel Treatment from an unbe- 


lieving World, which was not worthy of 
him. But in this indeed he was typical of 
the Uſage they have ever met with, and 
muſt yet expect to meet, who continue his 
Office; that is, by calling Sinners to Re- 
pentance, by ſhewing them their Death in 
ils their en Eftate W 2 the Fall, | 


10] 
in order to beget in them an Hunger and 
Thin after the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt; nate 

ready a People prepared for the Lord. For 
Cpbriſt, and the Bleſſings of the Goſpel al- 
ways follow after. 
| 1 ſhall, at this Time, conſider his Office 
85 only, 1 as it muſt be, in ethers, who 
are alſo ſent before the Face of our Lord, to 
prepare his May; or, as it is expreſſed in the 
Lond. to make ready a Vecple prepared for the 
Lord | | 
8 Feſus Chri 7 5 coming into the World | 
was a ſure Proof of his Love to Mankind; 
to that relative Creature, whoſe Miſery made 
even himſelf unhappy ; or (as the Prophet. 
expreſſes it) oppreſſed and affiicted, bruiſed and 
put to Grief—As the Creature he had made 
in his own Image, was now become miſe- 
frable through the Loſs of it and as GOD 
So loved the World, that he would give his 
only begotten Son to become Man, that 


Man by Re-Union* with Him, might again 


recover this loſt Likeneſs of GOD; BY be 
happy again, and not periſh through Want | 
of it: So it was reaſonable to think, that 
an Affair of ſuch Conſequence—a Buſineſs 
of more Importance than a thouſand Worlds, 
ſhould be uſhered into the World in proper 
ae and Attitudes; : with en Har- 
bingers 


—_—_— 


9———ẽ * 


* How reaſuiable * as . as divinely Good, i 


that Goſpel, that offers ehus Cris to be received by us, 


John i. 12. 70 be born again of him, Ch. iii. 5. 1% be 


| created anew, Col. iii. 10. fo put on x the Lord Teſs C ariſes 
t Rom. Xiu 14. | 
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vin gers or Forerunners, with ſignificant Am- 
baſſadors : Not barely, that Men might be 
prepared to receive him; but that he might 
make his Entry, agreeable to the Senſe and 
Purport of his Coming; his coming in Low- _ 
lines to atone for the Pride of the Nature 
he had aſſumed; for the Inſult offered by 
Man to GOD ; for the Spirit of Indepen- 
dence, who thought to have been a GOD 
himſelf; or that he might enter on the Stage 
of this World agreeably to the Nature and 
Manner of the ineſtimable Bleſſing intend- 
ed for Mankind; by rendering him happy 


again, in Dependance on his GOD. 
Now the Station and Quality, the Figure 


and Appearance of theſe Ambaſſadors, viz. 
: of John, appointed by GOD the Father, to to 


o before the Face of his Son Feſus Chriſ 


= of the Apoſtles, and of the Seventy com- 
miſſioned by our Lord himſelf to go before his 
T.ace, into every City and Place, whither he him- 
I Self would come; do prove theſe four Things. 


Gen. 
lt. 5 


Firſt, That the great Sin againſt GOD | 


it's own Likeneſs, to be happy in itſelf ; was 
Unbelief (notwithſtanding) in this GOD 


was a Will turned from GOD—was A proud 
Spirit of Self - ſufficiency} — was a Luft of 


knowing more than GOD willed him to 


know4—was a D:ffidence in GOD's All- ſuf- 
= Kelency, Truths and Goodneſs—was : a De- 


—that Bleſſed Trinity, which made Man inGen. i. 


26. 


lire 


—_— 1 8 


8 


4 4 Hence, O ye Free- Thinkers, your . F de. | 


8 Y Thought, the Pride ef. Jour Sceprtici/m aud _— 


Cee ies eng 
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fire of Independence on him, an i lt 
ment of Heart from him, an Alienation (ſays 


the Apoſtle) from the 
_ conſequently a Concupiſcence or Luft of Hap- 
pineſs in the Creature out of GOD: All 


which begat a foreign, an unnatural Si. 
bility in Man after other Good, or more Gods 
than one ;F and which more than divided his 


Heart with GOD. That therefore all 


Ml.eeans of Humiliation, both in Chri/t him- 
ſelf and his Attendants, ſhould be uſed, to 


mortify this Rebel Pride, this Self-Will ; 


and to ſubdue this Concupiſcence, this Self- : 
Bufficiency, in the very Nature, that had in- 


ſulted infinite Goodneſs and Love: And that 


the Humanity, (ſo extolled by the Pelagian, 
whoſe Unbehef fees not its utterly undone 
State) that the Manhood taken into 
through Union witn 
_ Chritl) be infinitely humbled, and abaſed be- | 


„ GOD, “ might 


fore GOD; and even more than that (for 


GOD's Word cannot be revers'd) undergo 
e threatened Death, it had 1 incurr 'd thro : 
Gen. ii. it's Apoſtacy, _ 1] 
17. Secondly, The Station and Quality y, the 
Peigure and Appearance of theſe Ambailadors 
of Chrit do prove; that a Death to the Old- 
Man, to the polluted fallen Nature, in or- 
der to his 8 Be ſtoration to, i its Reſurrection in, 
| the | 


— ——_— : EIS 
— 0 


11 1 7 bo. 4 0 1 1 GOD ; in "the World, 


— 


E 50. il. 12. may hence ſee the Source of their Happineſs in 
| 3 and the Creature; ; as of tor e 


Life of GOD—was 


STO,” their n more Gods | than one*) was, 


„„ 
the / Divine Image, or a Deadneſs to the 
Things of this World (except what is al- 
Inved, or needful to the getting well through 


it) namely, t the Luf? of the Fla, the Luft of i John 


—— 


the Eyes, and the Pride of Life (the World's ii. 16. : 


in 


—_— n 1 n » r — — —_ 


* An anne PTY PRs has * great Serice 


zo Chriſtianity as diſtinguiſhed from Paganochriſtianiſm, 


or the Formality of what is called Religion among us, ſars 


as follows : From what has been ſaid of the firft State 


and Fall of Man, it plainly fellows, that the Sin of Sins, 


or the Hereſy of all Herefies, is a worldly Spirit. Ve are 


not ro confider this Temper as only an Infirmity or pardonab/» 


Failure, but it is indeed the great Apoſtacy from GOD an 


the divinerLife, It is not a ſingle Sin, but the whole Na- 


ture of Sin, that leawes us no Poſſibility of coming out of 


our fallen State, till it be totally renounced wvith all the 
Str ength of our Hearts, Every Sin, be it of what kind it 
avill, is ouly a Branch of the worldly Spirit hat lives is 
us. There is but one that is goed, ſays our Lord, and that 


is GOD; in the ſame Senſe it muſt be ſaid, there is but one 


Life that is good, and that is, the Life of GOD and Hea- 
Ven, Hence it is, that all the Religion of fallen Man, 
all the Methods of our Redemption "Wk only this one End, 


dix. to take from us that ſtrange and earthly Life, wwe have 
gotten by our Fall, and to kindle again the Life of GOD 


and Heaven in our Souls: Not to deliver us from that 
groſs and ſordid Vice called Covetouſneſs, (that is, COonen- 
Piſcence) which even Heathens can condemn ; but » rA 


the whole Spirit of ibis World entirely from us + And thai. 


for this neceſſury Reaſon z becauſe all that is in 7155 Mer. . 1 


the Luſt of the Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eyes, and the Fig ide 


of Life, is not of the Father, that i 755 1s not thot Hafes 
«fe; 75 I. 5 r eb Te , . 2 ( 92 25 7 TOA 
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1 
in the Nature of Things, as well as in the 
Wiſdom of GOD, the one only poſſible Me- 
thod of redeeming fallen Man from this fo- 
| reign, unnatural Love to created, in Pre- 
ference (as is the Caſe) to his real GOOD ; ons 
and from the as unnatural Uſurpation of the 
Devil over him; in order to free him from 
his Slavery, and make him happy again in 
his original State. 
Thirdly, The Figure and Appearance of 
theſe Meſſengers and Attendants of 
do prove; that a Conformity to the Crolpof 
Chriſt — a drinking into the Power” of bis 
Death, and not empty Profeſſion ; not are” 
- Speculation or formal Aſſent to theſe Arti- 
cles of Faith, is what is meant by, He ſafſ- 
fered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead 
and buried.“ For that the Croſs, though It 
be but the brui/mg Chri/?s Heel (as indeed 
of all his living Members) muft bruiſe Satans 
Head in us, That the Croſs is the Way to 
the Crovvn, is evident from the whole Senſe Þ 
1 of Revelation from the whole divine Pro» Þ 
8 ceſs from the divine Economy of Goſpel- 
| | Salvation: as is evident in particular from 
theſe emphatic Words of the Apoſtle, « the 
Fellowſhip of his Sufferings, the being 
* made conformable to his Death,” the be- 
ing buried with him the riſing with him; 
ye are dead, and your Life is hid with Chiſt 
in GOD,” « I rejoice in my Sufferings for 
you, and ll up that, which is behind of the 
Afflictions of 554% in my Fleſh ;” <4 This 
is a faithful Saying, that if we be dead with 
1 Kin we ſhall alſo live with him; ; if we 10 | 


\ 


Tt 15 ] 
fer we ſhall alſo reign with him; but if we de- 
ny him, (in this reſpect) He will deny us. | "- 
And yet where is the modern Chriſtian (tho? j 
the Word be ſo general *—as extenſive as NF 
whoſoever) that thinks he has any thing to do | 
with, Whoſoever doth not bear his Croſs and 
come after me, cannot be my Diſple ©” * 5 
Now a poor, fruitleſs Opinion in the 
People, which ſome call Faith, concerning 
_ theſe Truths; and an explaining them away - 
in the Air of a Metaphor or Figure (as the 1 
 New-Birth is generally treated) by Teach- 1 
OM ers, is s both a e of the 1 and one i 
8 e B 2 5 fatal 


* 


8 Ne. 7. Lake is al more N cc and bs , p 
uꝛnto them ALL, if any Man,” ch. ix. 23. and yet many | 
_ Chriſtians think they have as little to do avith eos 1 ext, af - ** 
with, if any Man hath not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is 
— none of his, zo Chriſtian ; or with IMMANUEL, GOD 
KK wth us; Chriſt in you the Hope of Glory : Though the 
one Thing neceſſary 7 reſtore fallen Man in the loft Image 
of GOD! But ſay the ungodly Learned, (whether Deiſt,. 
Arian, or nominal Chriſtian) © I find no fuch Injunfion 
„in the Law of Nature.” And the godly Antinomian, 
who, in the ſame Spirit, declaims againſt the Law, Hell, 
and the Devil, (but indeed are not all unmeaning Forma 
lifts, as avell as licentious Liver, Antinomians ?) defires r 
Alo to be excuſed awith a hail, Maſter ! in high Veneration 
Por Chriſt; “in 0e Perkin he has done every Thing— | 
7] Ra repented, believed, loved, and obey ed, and there. 
. fore nothing for hin: -folf 70 4. Thus is all Confermity © 
ts Chriſt and his Croſs ( though 6 needful to the putting 
off the old Man) l evaded. The Reproach and Suffer. 5 
ing of the Croſs, or Chriſt crucified, 7s, to this Day, unto 
the Jews a Stumbling-block, and unto the Greeks F ooliſh - 555 
| miſs; however to the meaning and ſincere Chri/tian, it be- 


"whe FRO of GOD, and the Wiſdom of GOD! 


— ” 
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„ 
fata] Cauſe, why the Chriftian. World {ſo | 
called) is, as it is—meer Name for Effica- 
cy, meer Shadow of the Thing, without the 

Subſtance—without Experience of, or Confor- 
mity tO, the Myſteries; Bleſſings, and Pow- 
ers of the Goſpel | So juſtly does the Apo- 
title exhort ſuch formal P rofeſſors, ſuch Pre- 
tenders to the Goſpel, ſuch Chriſtians, who 
| boaſt of Chriſtianity, and yet vilify that 
_ UrcrTion which alone can make them ſuch; _ 
2 Cor. Examine yourſelves, whether ye be in the Faith, . 
Kili. 5. Prove your cron ſelves, know Je not your wn 
ſelves, how that Jeſus Chriſt is in you, except 
 . yebe Reprovates ; 5 RIGID, Perſons who. nei- 
ther have, nor deſire Prof of, nor Experi- 
 exce in, theſe Things, / «/ Sutil and of { the 
Jait Importance. 
Fourihhß, The station and Quality y. the : 
Figure and Appearance of theſe Ambaſſa- 
dors of Cbriſt, do plainly ſhew, that his ü „ 
Kingdom is not of this World that the King- 
dom of the Goſpel, or Goſpel of the King- Þ 
dom, as it 1s indifferently called; or the Þ| 
 Kingdm of GOD is (in this Life) nothing 
more, nor leſs, than GOD's Rule again in 
the Heart of Man—his Reſumption of his re- 
jected Authority, under which alone Man 
can be happy.—lt is ſabduing, by the Grace 
of his Holy Spirit, the Power and Dominion 
of the Devil, which he had uſurped over 
Man*—It is ſubduing even the rebellious 
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1 Witneſs, for the Credit of bare Reaſon and Ta - 
gument] the ſtupid as impure Religion 1 Heathen Ages, 
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Will of Man to his own upright Will—- 
His reducing Man's would be Independence 
both in Knowledge and Happineſs (in the Gen. 
| Exerciſe of which the ſubtle Serpent told iii. 4, 5-— 
him, he ſhould be a GOD himſelf; ”)— _ 
His reducing, I fay, Man's boaſted Know- Heb. 


ledge into humbling Faith, as it implies both xi. 1. | 


Dependance and Reliance—his animal Happi- 
neſs into Hope and Expectation of good 
Things — of better Things than theſe— 
Things more ſuited to his divine Capacity, 
more agreeable to his original Excellence 
than thoſe, the yet apog/fate Man now places 
his Happineſs in: by this Means bringing 
Man back to a happy Submiſſion and Re- 
liance on GOD, through the Kingdom of 
GOD within you. —_ 
Now, my "Brethren, bad the Kingdom 
of Chri/t been of this World, it would have 


come with Obſervation, ſays our Lord—in Luke 
_ worldly Vanity, Pomp, and Splendor. The xvii. 


 Harbingers of Chriſi had been the great 20, 21. 
ones of the Earth—Kings and Princes at- Homil. 
tended with Dukes and Noblemen had pre- en Na- 
ceded, as aſſiſted at his Birth His Mani- ye: 


;  feſtation in the Fleſh had not been firſt re- 


_ vealed to poor Shepherds. keeping Watch 
over their Flocks by Night; but to the 
great Sanhedrim of the Jews —the Doctors 
of the Law—the wiſe and learned Heads 
of GOD's Church then upon Earth. Fohn 
Baptiſi had been ſomething more than a 

: imple Meſſenger; even verſed in all the little 
Arts of Time-ſerving and Intrigue—he had 
deen like ſome of his Succefſors in Office, a a 

oy B 5 | : Reed | 


1 
= — rr 


Ht 
Red ſhaken with the Wi 1d; carried about 5 


Miſdom, 15 the V ifdom of Words, of Phil. 

| fephy after the Traditions of Men, of polite 

Etbniciſim, and of School-Divinity—turned from 
his Purpoſe by the ſofteſt Breezes of court- 
ly Grandeur, of vain Expectations from the 


Plattery; had kept a ſumptuous and luxu- 
rious Tal 
_ Garment of Camel's Hair with a leathern 
Girdle about his Loins; nor would have 
mortified on Herbs, and ſuch Fare, as a 
deſart Wilderneſs afforded— Locuſts and 


tude and unpolite as to preach of nothing 
but that ſneaking Thing called Repen- 
tance, or that Stumbling-block the Croſs ;_ 


and dearer Sin: nor have been fo unmerci- 


©, Bs.” Luſt—ofth atConcupiſcencethathas uſurped the 


— TT 


Tempers, Inclinations, and Afiections, that 
are the Kingdom of the Devil in them: as 
| they are i continually luſting after the 


Poems and Vanities of this wicked World 


— et — rear oe W. — 
- 


make Men dream, they can be happy out 
17 85 7 GOD. 
Had Chr: is ins dom 5 this World, : 


—— 


with every Blaſt of vain Dedtrine, of worldly | 


World, of genteel Complaiſance, of baſe | 


able; and not been clad in a rough 3 


wild Honey. He would not have been ſo 


whereby Men are to forſake the dear World | 
Mat. ii. ful, as to ſtrike it's Axe at the Root of ' | 


Throne of GOD in Men's Hearts; of thoſe 


forbidden Tree and its deadly Fruits—the- 4 


thoſe Riches, Honours, and Pleaſures, that 


or had John Bete been a polite Teacher | 
of this World, he could never have been ſo ill 


Es bred, as to cal the Reputable of this World, 


the | 


. 
the Scribes and Phariſees—to call them Hy- 
pocrite—a Generation of Vipers, or with the 
ruder Jeſus, ſay, they were of their Father John M 
the Devil, and x Arr the Luſts of their Fa- viii. * 
ther they would do. Had John Baptiſt been 
one of thoſe worldly Preachers, who, inſtead 
of Grace—that Power of GOD to Salvation. 5 
extol Humanity, (unawakened and dead as it = 
is to GOD) or the Excellency of Man, and 
bis Syffrency to Salvation; he would never þ 
have exhorted Man from Self- dependence, 5 
or what is meerly of Man from Deppen 
dence on any oxtward Thing whatever; on _ _ 
Forms, Times, or Places oy; or on the = 
. molt celebrated Subſtitutes for vital Religion 
—the Religion, the Devotion of the Heart 
to GOD—or, (as one calls it) the Life of — 
* GOD in the Soul of Man—the loving him - > 
| with all our Strength, the worſhipping him... 
in Spirit and in Truth—the Renewal of our 
fallen Nature, and it's Reſtoration in the 
divine Image. He would never have de- 
claimed againſt falſe Religion, Shew, and 
© ee therein he would never have 
ſtruck down the Props of Men's outward 
Formality; of their empty, fruitleſs Profeſ- 
ſion; of their human Righteouſnefs, their 
| imagined Merit; of their Dependence on 
this or the other Church, of their Deſcent 
from Luther or Calvin, or even from Abra- 
ham their Father; without the Life and 
| Love, (thoſe ſure Characteriſtics of CyRI- _ 
STIANITY, as diſtinguiſhed from what is 
vulgarly called Religion) without the Spi- 
rit and . the Ends and Purpeſes 5. fer 
Profſeſ- 


—— . ⅛ 8 * _ 4 


3 
Profeſſion: for that GOD (when looked 


Hunger and Thirſt to be reſtored again to 


the natural, though educated, Heart) into 
ſenſible Hearts of Fleſh: For that Chriſtia- 


Spirit, which teacheth all Things, and leads 


the Myſteries, Bleſſings, and Powers oi the 
Goſpel begun, carried on, and. finiſhed in 


A 


| ſown in the little Grain of Muſtard-ſeed 
t' (how proper a Document for the Pride“ of 
| | Man, which, in order to lay low, GOD 
does nothing pompous) ſown, I ſay, in the 


Re i/ts and Arians—F ain! little, great Thing 


JA Author of the firſt Claſs of Writers, iruly 
| | 1 chriſtian and pious as well as ingenlous and learned, Jays of 


to in Brokenneſs of Heart, in a feeling Senſe 
of our undone State through the Fall, and in 


our original Relation to him) was able even 
/ Stones to raiſe up Children to Abrabam 
Children — loving and obedient Children, 

Whole Hearts he ſoftens by the Whiſpers of 
bis Grace, by the Vuction of his Spirit, and 
that of Stones (the obdurate Gentile World, 


Fi | _ nity is peculiarly the Religion of Chriſtians 
; Es nothing ſhert of that anointing of GOD's 


|]. Men into all Truth; that Chriſtianity 
| Heb. i. is Chr1/t, the expreſs Image of GOD's Perſon, 


3. formed again in the Hearts of Believers by 


[ Faith. And in Faith, that the Creature, | 
1 Vvcho, through ſatannical Pride“, would be 
(miſerably) independent of GOD, might be 
=: again happily dependent on him. FarrH ! 


| © little Grain of Muſtard-ſeed—little ! there- 
_ fore deſpiſed by the haughty Pride“ of De- 


little 


e $Ofe 


F 


N 


little in the Eyes of lordly Man, great in the 
Sight of humble Angels |*—of no Eſteem 
with our P hiloſophers, yet doing Wonders 
here, to the removing the Mountains of Sin, 
both original and actual; B it's Guilt, Pollu- 
tion, and Dominion in this Life; and here- 
- after freeing from the Wages thereof, eter- 
nal Death: For ſo ſaid GOD, in the Day 
that thou apt ſo, thou ſhalt ſurely dic—** in the _ 
Day that thou prefereſt created Good be- 
fore me, thou mult take the Lot of Crea- 
ca tures, have an End with what Creature 
( can afford thee; yea, of ſinful Creatures: 
„ for as I have Fs 60 thee a Partaker of my 
c own Immortality, die thou gs: but a 
» never-ending Death!” _ 5 
But behold the Power, the Vi itory of 
Faith ! for nothing is little in GOD's _ 
: Hand. This Faith, the Se: s GOD ! of 2 ii, 


the 


— 


Fog Pride that was not ade 7 Manie 92 of In- 
dependence and Self: ſufficiency — 7zhe fatal Cauſe of 
a s Apoſtacy ; © Ard all this to make it known through 
© all the Regions of Eternity that Pride can degrade the 
« higheſt Angels into Devils, and Humility 7 10e fallen 
„ Fl:þþ and Blood to the Thrones of Angels, This, 
the great End of GOD's raiſing a new Creation out of 
the fallen Kingdom of Angels. Fer this End it fands 
d ifs State of War—a War betwixt the Pride of fallen 
„Angels, and the Meekneſs and Humility of the Lamb of . 
60D -t fands its thouſands of Years in this Strife, 
that the laſt Trumpet may ſound this great Truth thro 
e all the Heights and Depths of Eternity, viz. that Evil 
can have no Beginning but from ind nor any End a 
* but from Humili „ 
i haſe Dependence on GOD, may inph F Faith, a 
. W connected with {t, 32 


T% 


this: zs 


8 
3 


1 


5 Col. ii the Operation if GOD ! not only overeom- 


12. eth the World, (the Luft of the Fleſh, the 


Gen. Luſt of the Eye, and the Pride of Life) but, 
iii. 15. as the rnſpoken Word of Life, overcometh Þ 
Dtieath alſo, and groweth up into a Tree, 
(and who need wonder, for the Grain of 


; Muftard-ſeed* is the Kingdom of GOD with- 
in yon?) ſo that the Birds of the Air come 
and lodge in the Branches thereof. O Grain of 
| Muftard-ſeed ! O little Faith ! little I've ſaid 


John in the Eſteem of the learned Deiſt, great in 

vi. 45. the Heart of the ſimple Chriſtian, taught f 
GOD : As thou waſt the Dawn of Happi- 

— . i. neſs to be refered, the incorruptible Seed, the 

ps 2 23, 25: Mord of the Lord that endureth for ever, and 

7 the mh Is . unto Hs, —As thou waſt 


the 


The above-quoted ſpiritual Writer 1 it thus : 
e Seed of the Woman ( Jays he) is the Spirit, and 
 Poaver, and Life of GOD, given or breathed again into 
Man, to be the Raiſer and Redeemer of that firſt Life, 


which he had loſt.— It is nothing elſe but the Power, and 


| Life, and Spirit of GOD, as F ather, Son, and Holy 
Goes, working, creating, and reviving Life in the fal-. 
len Soul, and driving all it's Evil out of it. It is Iu- 
MANUEL in every Soul, It lies as a Treaſure of Heaven 
ad Eternity within us. Ii cannot be divided from us by 


the Poauer of Man. We cannot boſe it ourſelves, but by 


 Unbelief. It æuill never leave us nor forſake us, till, 
with our laſt Breath, aue die in the Refuſal of it. A. 
gain, this is the true Nature of the ſpiritual Life, it is 
as truly a Vegetation as that of Plants. And our Lerd, 
to fhew us that the Neau-Birth is really a State of ſpi- 
ritual Vegetation, compares it to a ſmall Grain of 115 
t ard. ſeca, 128 e a * Plant ee, Ser Mark 


iv. 26, 27 · 


nity, 
conic 


[23 F 

| the 8 of Hope, the Spring of Life 
in Adam, the firſt convinced Sinner; ſo 
- ſhalt thou be of the /a/? that ſhall be born of 
Woman; uniting them both, and all true 

| Believers between them, in thy wide ex- 
tended Branches, to have Communion with 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, from whom 
they fell through Unbelief'; but are again 
happily united in hee, for ever and ever © 
LIE in the Duſt then, thouWiſdom of Man! 
thou menute Philiopher, that can'ſt no more John 


REASON Life into thy Soul. (no, it muſt be iii. 3, 5. 


a Birth from Above in thee) than thou can'ſt 
add one Cuhit unto thy Stature]! thou Na- 
turaliſt,* that haſt put it from thec, and 


haſt judged thyſelf unworthy of everlaſting Life, Acts 
by doubting, * how are the Dead raiſed up, xiii. 46. 


« and with what Body do they come? ** 
Know, that that which thou ſoweſt, thou 
ſoweſt not the Body that ſhall be, but bare 1 Cor. 


Grain; but GOD giveth it a Body, as it has xv. 37. 


pleaſed tim, and to every Seed, -(and what 
ineftable Powers, and Virtues, and Glories, 
to the Miſſtard.ſeed of his own Grace /) to 
every yt bus. own 9 N 


Chriſtianity in his «© divine Legation of Moles,” in a Let- 


ter to the 2 Reverend the Biſhop of London, by Wil- 
lam Law, 4 A.M. Sold by J. Richardſon in Paternoſter- ; 


Row. 5 


* John Bondi in 105 f Book of h true Chriſtia- 


nity, ſays, that, as in every Seed, bow ſmall ſcever, is 


contained, in a eee, and hidden Mage: Tr, the Nature 


„„ fr and 
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Dr. Warburton's projected Defence (as he calls it) of 
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But the chief Point, my Brethren, that 


I purpoſe to prove in this Diſcourſe, is the 


CoNTI NUANCE of John Baptiſi's Office in ; 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel the Diſpenſers _ 
or Stewards of the Myſteries of Chriſt ; - 


namely, their important, very important 


Office of calling Sinners to Repentance— _ 
of ſtriking them (through the Aſſiſtance of 
Ob's reproving Spirit) into ſuch Convico- 
tion, as ſhall make them cry out with the 
Acts happy, converted Jailor, Sirs/ What muſt 
. 30. do to be faved ? Thus making ready a Peo- 


Acts 


ple prepared for the Lord. 


For to ſuppoſe, that nothing of John Bap- 
Iii concerns us nw, but the Hiftory of one 


Man; as too many, alas! read the whole 


New Tiftament as a Story that little concerns : 


them, and in which they have no Intereſt : 
whereas nothing in the World concerns 


chem half ſo much; the whole New Tea. 
ment being the laßt ill of GOD, (as the 
Word ſignifies) in which, not only many 

2 Pet. i.“ rich and precious Promiſes,” but as rich Le- 
4. gacies are bequeathed to every one of us: to 
_ - ſuppoſe, that nothing of Fohn Baptiſt con- 
cerns us not, or that his Office of“ a. 


Ling 


— _—_— 


and Properties of the whole Plant, the Make and Subſtance 
ef the Tree, awith all the numberleſs Fruits thereof; fo in 
every Man there is a Seed of Sin from Adam, as a Seed 
of Grace from Chriſt, So the Birth of every Man is tauo- 
Full, the firft after the Fleſh, the ſecond after the Spirit. 
Thus fays our Lord to Nicodemus, that which is born of 


nach born of the 5.4 
* 


| 12 . 3 * 


5 a7 T2 wo 1 
| bing ready a People . for tbe. Lord 
- was to ceaſe with his Perſon. or Life; 


would tube the greateſt Miſtake, that Men 
:couldibo guilty of as great 2 Miſconcep- 
tion of the divine Goodneſs to loſt Man, as 


to conceive that the Office of preaching 
the Goſpel, of having a delagated Power o- 
ver unelean: Spirits, that is, of being In- 1 
ſtruments, in Criſt's Hand, of cleanſmg the 
Hearts of Men of unholy Affections and 


' 'Fempers'; of caſfiug nul Droiheethe Devils gr 


Luke 


- indeed! of Unbelref, Self ſufficiency, Pride, evil 8. 


- Concupiſeence, Malice, Enuy, Falſhnd—theſc 
. heliſþ Diſpoſitions! which even Reaſon 


and common Senſe were ſufficient to con- 


vince us, cid not be the Image of GOD, in 


which Man was originally created perfect 
and happy. ;. that, therefore, the Enemy hath 


Matt. 


| done this: To judge thus, I ſay, of 2 the xiii. 28. 


Baptiſt, and of his Miniſtry and Baptiſm of 


Repentance— that ſolemn, awful Way of 
bringing Souls to Cbriſt, and of making bis 
Kingdm (the Goſpel) at hand; would be 


as wrong a Judgment, as to ſay, that theſe 
- ſubſequent; Powers and , Commiſſions. were: 
not delegated. to the Apolilas, with whom 
our Lord yet ſavs, Lo Lam with you al- 


ways, even unto the End of the IVorld. Even = 


: unto. the End of the World and yet theſe 


Apoſtles, as well as John Bap: iſt, were mor- 


tal Men. The Commiſſion, then, (unleſs 
- we will ſwallow another Abſurdity as great, 


nn. that the Bleſſings of the Goſpel: were 
deſigned only for the apotetic'Age) to Fobr 


an the Holle, muſt have been to them and 
1 . „ ther 
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But the chief Point, my Brethren, that 
I purpoſe to prove in this Diſcourſe, is the 
 ConTinuANCE of John Baptiſt's Office in 


the Miniſters of the Goſpel—the Diſpenſers 
or Stewards of the Myſteries of Chrift ; 


namely, their important, very important 


Office of calling Sinners to Repentance— _ 


pol ſtriking them (through the Aſſiſtance of 
__ GOD's reproving Spirit) into ſuch Convic- 


As 


ple prepared for the Lord. 


For to ſuppoſe, that nothing of 2 Bap- 155 


_ tit concerns us naw, but the Hiſtory of one 


Man; as too many, alas! read the whole 
New Teſtament as a Story that little concerns 
them, and in which they have no Intereſt : 


Whereas nothing in the World concerns 
them half ſo much; the whole New Te/ta- 


muent being the laſt Mill of GOD, (as the 


Word ſignifies) in which, not only many 


2 Pet. i. rich and precious Promiſes,” but as rich Le- 


4. gacies are bequeathed to every one of us: to 
ſuppoſe, that nothing of Fohn Bapti/? con- 
cCerns us nw, or that his Office of © ma- 


9 


tion, as ſhall make them cry out with the 
Acts happy, converted Jailor, Sirs/ What muſt 
V. 30. J do to be faved ? Thus making ready a Per 


king 


8 1-85}: 
| bing ready a: Papi prepared: for the Lerd 
. was to ceaſe with his Perſon or Life; 


would be the greateſt Miſtake, that Men 
could be guilty of as great a Miſconcep-: . 


tion of the divine Goodneſs to loſt Man, as 
to cõnceive that the Office of preaching 
the Goſpel, of having a delggated Power o- 
ver unclean Spirits, that is, of being In- 


Luke 


ix. 1. ; 


ſtruments, in Chriſt's Hand, of cleanſing the 


Hearts of Men 'df unholy Affections and 


' 'Fempers'; of caſtiug nut Divikeethe Devils Matt. x. 
: inder of Unbelief. Sele ſufficiency, Pride, evil 8. 


- Concupiſcence, Malice, Bnuy, Falſhnd—theſec 


Helliſß Diſpoſitions! which even Reaſon 
and common Senſe were ſufficient to con- 


vince us, cold not be the Image of GOD, in 
which: Man was originally created perfect 
and happy ; ; that, therefore, the Enemy hath 


Matt. 


done this: Jo judge thus, I ſay, of John the iii 28. 


Baptiſt, and of his Miniſtry and Baptiſm of 


Repentance— that ſolemn, awful Way of 


bringing Souls to Cbriſt, and of making his 


Kingdom (the Goſpel) at band ; would be 


as wrong a Judgment, as to ay, that theſe 


ſubſequent Powers and , Commiſſions were 


not delegated to the N with whom 
our Lord yet ſavs, Lo Lam with you al- 
ways, even unto the End of the IVarid. Even 
unto the End of the World!! and yet theſe 


Apoſtles, as well as Jolm Baptiſt, were mor- 


tal Men. The Commiſſion, then, (unless 
we will ſwallow another Abſurdity as great, 


- v2. that the Bleſſings of the Goſpel were 2 
 Þ defigned only for the apitatic es): to Joh: 
5 and che l, muſt have been to them and 

1 | "Sb 3 


— — + dn wc — 


5 » a6 1 
their Such rs in the Miniſtry; till“ 
' Chri/t, the Lord GOD Almighty, ſhall . un- 


Rev. xi. z, himſelf his great Power, and Hull reign ; | 
17 and that, in both the important Offices of 


calling Sinners to Repentance, and then mi- 
niſlerially offering them Pardon and Peace 
Juſtification and Sanftification'; that as our 
Church prays, © they may not only ſerve 
him with a quiet Mind, but be cleanſed 
from all. their Sins.“ For as GOD 
e has given (and ill Beh Power and 
40 e to his Miniſters, to de- 

< clare and pronounce to his People, pe- 

< tent, the Abſolution and Forgiveneſs of 


a 


their Sins; ſo he ever has and will pardon Þ 
and forgive all them that truly repent and | 


e 99 4 «2nedly believe his holy Goſpel.” 
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Nou then, my Brethren, let us conſider Þ 


more particularly the Office of Fopn Batt! : 


in two of his divine Commiſſions eſpecially ; 


for ] have endeavoured on former Occaſions Þ 


+. enforce every. Thing elſe concerning 4 


Him; let us do this, I ſav, and then judge, 


whether ſuch Purdens of the Lord, I may 
Call them with the old Prophets—ſuch aw-⸗ . 


ful e mach of fuch Importance, 


und ſo indifpenſibly neceſſary to the. Salva: 
tion of all, that are apoſtatized from G00) 


in Adam; and me/i be brought to- hinvagain | 


_ through the oe Mediator, or they can never 

he happy. Whether , an Office Was to 

end with John, or Whether it.be! not cob. 
" WINUED in all Miniſters. of the Goſpt 
who afe ordained'for Men in Things der, 


325 D. more eſpecially to dijpofe them to 
| . 5 f EL 


Alm 
ther 
in 
and 


F 
Repentance from a feeling Senſe of their 
allen State, and Want of a Saviour; and 


| then bid them (for now they are the Poor, 


e 8 
5 


P 


* 2 Pat e 
renn é Ä 


the Lame er, Halt, the Blind, the Demo- x 


niat, the Paralitic) 70 the Marriage Feaſt. 


Firſt then, one prineipal Office of hn 


was the Mimſtry or Bapitſm of Repentance. 


I zndeed baptize you with Mater unto Repen- 
tance. And the Writers of the Goſpel ſay, 
he went into all the Country about Jordan, 


preaching the Baptiſm of Repentance for 


(in order to) the Fergivenefs of Sins— that 


Repentance umto Life, as tis called Repen- 
tance to Salvation — Repentance from dead 


Morte, or (as the Church of England ex- 


preſſes it) Repentance whereby we forſale- 
Sint For, indeed, when Men are thus re- 
proved or convinced of Sin when they ſee 
themſelves ſtripped of all their Excellence 
all their Likeneſs to GOD—all their A- 


bility to hold Communion with GOD—all _ 


that could make them good and happy : and 


not otily ſo, but odious in GOD's Sight. 


i odious through a rebellious independent Spi- 


rit ; through Blindneſs of Heart; through 


Pride, Pin- ger; and Hypocriſy ; throu Ch A 
Envy, Hatred, and Malice; and all Un- 


no 


charitableneſs to both GOD and Man (the Homil- 
very Nature of the Devil in them) they on Re- 
ban, they travel, and are oy Oy pen- 

| = PE. - pant- tance. 


— * Tak our Ferch In her Viration-Olliee, © 


72 be 


Almighty Lord, &c. make thee to fncw and to feel, that 


there is none other Name under Heaven given unto Man, 


in whom, aud through when thou mayejt receive Health . 


— e Pur any the Name of our Lord Joo Chriſt. 


28.) 


this Tyranny, and brought back again into 
the Kingdom of Peace, under the ſweet 
Donduct and Guidance of GD; whoſe. 
Service is perfect Freedem—whoſe. Kingdom 
is Love, and Truth, and Haypineſs—the 
| Sceptre of whoſe Kingdom is a Sceptre of 
Righteouſneſs—a Kingdom, that not only 


2 Cor. (through the Miniſtration of Righteouſneſs ) 


ki. 9. bruiſeth Satan's Head with: a Rod of Iron, 


and deſtroyeth Sin in us; ; but is NI 5 N 


nfs, and Peace, and Foy in the Holy Gholi. 
And was all this intended (chink we) was 


them ſo great a Compliment. This would 


apoſtolic Age. No, my Brethren, it is a 
Bleſſing CONTINUED to ws alſo the very 
Poier and Commandment given to the 
preſent Miniſters of the Goſpel. And, as 
with Fohn, ſo is it the firſt a alſo oh, our. 


till brought to the Goſpel—that the Hu- 
manity—the whole Manhood (fo applauded 
by the Det and Pelagian) did what Adam 


Rom. did—that all have fans, and cunt HR) of the 
in. 28. — of GOD... 


panting to be deliveted, to he ſet free from 


all this intended only for the happy Souls 
under 7's Miniſtry? Let us not make 


be as ſtupid, as to confine (with ſome) the 
Miracles of Grace and Unction* within the 8 


8 ECL... PROS | HY 1 JJ ay ads 


Miniſtry, even to endeavour to convince. 
Men, that they are loſt and undone Sinners, 


And 
= 2 nay ay ord fo the Fang and Ul trans 
5 among s, every learned Man knows, that Chriſtianity rs 


Unction, and Unction Chriſtianity * In Hain, Rogue, | 
THE ANOINTING, 1 JW) 11. 20, 75 | 


E 


whence Sin too Occaſion to work in them all 
Manner of Concupiſcenge. But admitting the vii. 8. 


he that hath much for 


And indeed, in one reſpect, we have har- 


der Work to do than had John Baptiſt, as 


gteater Sinners are they that fin under great- 


er Light—the Light of the Goſpel, the 


Light of Grace; than they who ſinned on- 
Jy againſt Types and Shadows, the Ritcs 
and Ceremonies of the Fewiſh Law, or (to 


_ tay the molt) who ſinned againſt the Rigour | 


of a Commandment without Grace 3 from 


Rom. 


Sins of the Jews to be more than this; even 
that they only, and not we, crucified the 


Son of GOD: All that hey did comes not 
up to the Malignity, the Helliſt Hypocrily of 


retaining his Name CHRISTIAN*, and, at 
the ſame Time, ſetting light by, if not re- 


viling his UncTion, which alone can make 


Men ach. J 


EET know 7 e "That comes near ach Hypocriſy : 
as this, that at the ſame T ime that it retains only his Name, 
rejeas all the Ends and Purpoles—theMyſteries, Bleſſings, 
ard Powers of his Gaſpel; except it be the Spirit of an Anti- 
nomian, who beaſts ſo much of COD, © di feinguiſhing ” 


Love, and talks ſo much of his © oxun Fuſtification” 4 whoſe 


firſt Fruit ſhould be Love) without loving GOD again; for: 
given, loveth much; he that lover 
much, obeys, 1 John v. 3. and his Obe ener mul imply 
Law, fer Love is the fulfilling of the Law, Rom. xiii. 10. 
ard great, O GOD, is the Peace that they have, abe lade 
thy Faw: and they are not offended at it. 
But that ſpeaking againſt the Holy GhoR, and his di- 


vine Work of Grace on ihe Heart, is the greateſt of Sins, nay, 


* (in the greateſt Concern of all, viz. true Religion) * vine 


« without GOD in the I orld, cb Habe the greateſt Ae. 
thority, both of Chritt himſelf, (Mutt. x11. 32.) and of bis 


| Hall, (Eph. ii. 12. of and yet, {Pat foie e ( pro-- 


C3 „ -22- O 
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But yet, who is he that dare exert the 
Spirit of John who is he that dare now tell 


Men that they are a Generation of Vipers — 


1 the Spawn of the ſubtle Serpent, whoſe evi! 


Communication corrupted our firſt Parent's good 


Manners; who firit tempted them to Unbe- 
lief with thoſe baleful Words, <* Yea, hath 


GOD ſaid,” and then prompted them to 4 
Poſlacy and Independency on GOD; even to 


EAT and KNow—to be wiſe and happy out 
of GOD in the Creature and themſelves ? 
Il do is he that dare reſume our Lord's 
Words, Ye are of your Father the Devil, and 
therefore the Luſts of your Father ye will ds 


And yet this we mult, to open Men's Eyes, to 
turn them from Darkneſs to Light, and from the 
Acts Power OE Saen unto POTS that they may re- 


xxviens | ceide 
: perh = USIAS — ak 2 th Corman, to Unc- 


tion, to the Spirit of GOD muſt ariſe and continue, ſo long 


as Men ore Hypocrites; /o long as Self- love and firong Ima. 


Faden {theſe ſandy Foundations of Formality and Profel- 


ion!) remain in the Heart, is undoubted. It is ſafer then tu 
argue à poſterior! in the Caſe, than a priori; namely, from 
the Effects of our Principles. And therefore, ſays our Lerd, 


Fe ſhall know them by their Fruits. Doft theu then 

love the Lard thy GOD with all thy Heart? 4% bh 
love thy Neighbour as thyſelf, and do unto all Men as 
ye would they ſhould do unto you? From this divine 


Principle there can be no Doubt ; fer here they haſt that 


Love to both, which is the fulfilling of the Law 10 both, 
Rom. x11. 10 om this di vine Principle, ＋ the Love of 


GOD and Man) the Law of Nature [eat as it is thro! 


the Fleſb, Rom. viii. 3.) is ſtrengthened by Grace. Aud : 


_ Indeed here all the Powers of Grace and good Under- 


| | | ſtanding (both of them from GOD, 1 Cor. iv. 7.) meet; and | 
.=- W at once ovth th te trug Chriſtian, and the 899d Man. | 


1 
ceive Ayn of Sins—this we muſt, if we 1 Cor. 
will be faithful, and it is required in Stewards ix. 16. 
that a Man be found aithful. For ſo dead 1. Cor 
are the Souls of all Men to GOD, through We 
bis ju/? Sentence, that nothing ſhort of the Gen. il. 
| Powerof Chriſt's Reſurrection in that very diſ= 17+ 
! abled and dead Nature, can raiſe Men from 
their Death in Sin to a Life of Righte- 
| ouſneſs,” ſays our Church. And that this 
is the Power of ſaving Faith, (for all Things | 
are poſſible to him that believeth, truſteth, 
| relieth on GOD) the Apoſtle ſays expreſs- 
ly, © that ye may know—4what is the exceeding 
,. eatneſs of his Power to us ward who believe, Rok. 
| according. to the Working of his mighty Power, 4 5 
* which he wrought in Chri ſt, when he raiſed © ” 

8 the Dead. x „ 

Now to ſet John Bapti iſs Axe to the 
Root of this Sin—this Unbelief, the Sin of 
Sins and its fatal Conſequence, Apoſtacy 
from GOD to every periſhing Creature 
This, I ſay, requires more Courage, more 
Conſtancy, more Heroiſm than to attack 
| hy ſtrongeſt Fortreſs upon Earth. For it 

s aſſailmg the Devil himſelf | in his own 

.--—-.-.: ftrong 

Here Tndeed, The Fara, Fn the Origmal, «echo to 
the Senſe.” For as Faith, that ſaves, being the Power 

of GOD i the Heart, is compared to the Almightineſs of 
Chriſt's Reſurrection, in our Nature that died, from the 
Dead Lo the Apoſtle uſes Words, that, (were I not a- 


fraid to offend our Men of Taſte, who ſo prefer claſſical 6 


| all revealed N. ritings, I would venture to Jay) ) furpaſs ” 
their adored Excellencies, as much as the Subz2e, is above 
all the Sublimity of Human Invention, or poetic Genius 3 
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ſtrong Hold, the Heart of the Apitate: yea, 


it is even binding the ſtrong Man: but 
indeed it is, through the Strength of 


Luke Jeſus, the Arranger. It is ſpoiling his Houſe, 
xi. 21, this Heart, of the ill- got Goods—that impo- 


"4 22. 


veriſhing Treaſure ! the evil Thoughts, Mur- 
ders, Adulteries, Pornications, Thefts, falſe Mit- 


neſs, Blaſpemics the Things that defile a 


Man! in a Word, it is cleanſing the Heart 
of the /dolater—of the Worldling and Sen- 


ſualiſt, of the Covetous and Ungodly, of | 


their fall Good, and bringing them back to 


5 the GOD of their Life; in whom (the near- 
et and moſt concerning Eſſence in the whole 


Extent of Things!) as they [ve, nove, and 
have their Being; they can aloe be happy 
| both 1 in Time and in Eternity. 


And who is ſufficient for theſe Things! # 


"No Man indeed. All our Work is only 7 mi- 
niſterial, as Job s was. But as this whole 


Nine, from the Bevinging” 3 is of GOD's 


expreſs Appointment, he will work with his 


faithful Servant, who, after John's Exam- 


Sole Ne dares ee v6 ſpeak che Truck,” 
for St. the Truth as it is in Jeſus; dares * boldly to 


John's 
Day: 


rebuke Vice,” 


fer for the Truth's ſake.” Chri/t ever did, 


and ill does, follow the Steps of ſuch 3 
. Forerunners, becauſe they are expreſsly 


commiſſioned * to go before his Face into 


every ich, and Flace, whither he himſelt 


will come.“ And he has ever ſince been 


coming in the Hearts of Men ; now, as in 


| the Days of his Fleſh, going about ding Good, 


Acts x. and healing all theſe who feel themſelves. oppreſ- 


= fd by we Devil. And all ny my Brethren, 


in | 


and then,“ © patiently to ſuf- 


1331 


in Conſequence of his Promiſe, to ſend bis 


Holy Spirit, the Comforter, to begin and 


carry on his Work in your Hearts; as well 
z⁊s to aſſiſt and work with his Meſſengers 
in Conſequenee more eſpecially of that Pro- hr | 
miſe; e that the HobyGboft ſoould gin iſy bim Jah 


by receiving 0 mine, ſays he, (namely, the 


whole Effects, the Myſleries, Powers, and 


| Bleſſings of his "Mediation ) and ſhewing them, 


or applying them to you—even the Myſte- 


ries, Bleffings, and Powers of his 8 1 

tian, Birth, Life,” Death, Reſurrection, and 

Aſcenſian, and ſending of the Holy Ghoſt; by 
all which (brought home to the Believer's 


Heart) our Church prays to be delivered, or 


| ſaved (eſpecially in Times of Tribulation, i in Litany 
dhe Hour of Death, and in the Day of 7udg- 


ment) from Sin, Death, Hell, and the De- 


8 ith And indeed, my Brethren, if you har- 
den not your Hearts, if you quench not his 
Spirit, if you revile not his Work in your 
own 80 1 
Name of Cant and Entbſiaſm; but eſpe- 
cially if in the Senſe of your own Church, 


by giving it the opprobrious 


you always look for his Grace to prevent 


and follow you*” that 15 it you may have 


a right Judgment in all Things,“ that by 
bis od A ITY you may think thoſe 
„„ 


2721 75 2 T "EE 7 our nay Prayer TR 1 
out. See the Collect for the 19th Sunday after Trinity; 

| for Whitſunday ; 5% Sunday after Eaſter ; Litany; and 

the Collect at the Beginning of the Com. Service, which, 
: knowing, that Love is the fulfilling of the Law; hoaaxw is 
our Church to be applauded for right Judgment, in e 


ing Juch a ' Prayer « bl reading f the Laa 4 
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Things that are good, and by his merciful 


Guiding I may perform the ſame; that it 
may cleanſe the natural Thoughts of 


* your Hearts to the loving ere r are, * 


to the „ receiving his Word with pure 65 
1 and to the “ bringing forth t 

Fruits“ of the Spirit:“ If thus, I ſay, you 
are diſpoſed as Chr i/tians and'trae Churchmen ; 


Grit will ſay to every one of you, Be- 
Hold, 45 ſend the Promiſe of my Father upon» | 


you; even that Promite of Promiſes, 


6 tents, the Comforter, i is come, he will 

« reprove or convince the World of Sin, of 
John “ Righteouſneſs, and of Judgment a ift 

xi. 8. contains the whole Proceſs of the Work of | 

| Grace in Men's Hearts — ſhewing them 

firſt, that they: are loſt Sinners, through: 

their original Sin in Adam, or, as tis ex- 

preſſed in the qth Article, through the? 


& Fault and Corruption of the Nature of 


© ce every Man, that is naturally engendred 
of the Off-ſpring of Adam; and then, 


ſecondly, the one Way of Pardon and Peace 
with GOD, namely, the Righteouſneſs 


Phil. ii, which is through the Faith of Chriſt, or the 


5 Righteouſneſs which is of GOD by Faith. 
1 te And then, thirdly, judging, or. condemning 5 
x. 18, Satan in Men's Hearts, bruiſing his Head, 

1 Gen. according to the very firſt Promiſe of 1 
Wa 5. Grace; ſubduing Sin, and ſetting up the 


Kingdom of GOD within them, in all the 


__ ; * Nenne 
PL nw . er? — . e 
10 F 


r D 
3 


Gal. v. Fruifs of the Holy Spirit, which are his 


] 21, 22, Kingdom ; namel Love, Joy, Peace, | 
. Beulen „ Goodneſs, 


Long A ee 


E athfulneſ Meekneſ, and Ras 
— F 
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By or without theſe Fruits, theſe Marks, theſe. 8 
Euidences of Faith; though ſome without 
them may boaſt of their Juſtification and 


Peace with GOD, they have not yet put on 


. Chriſt, they are not yet in the Kingdom. of 
805. 5 1 
Now 


8 


— 


—_— 
6 


oy I "7 3 = at write 3 all « kk 


\ and Evidence i? that is, FRUITS of Faith, (as they muſt 
be underſtood) avould ſet afrde Partiality or .Self-love and 
_ ſtrong Imagination; they would find, that notwvithland- 
ing their high Pretences to an abſolute, irreſpective Elec- 
tion, and {ola Fide, as they explain it; they are a donif⁰⁰ẽe 
_ .. (2 Cor. xiii. 5.) without Proof, Conformity 2, (Luke 
VI. 40.) er Participation ef Chriſt, (Heb. iii. 14.) and, 
E if, they under floed Greek, I would refer them to St. Peter's 
meaning Character aud inciſpenſible Attribute, or Fi- 
_ fence of faving Faith; which is not on!y more precious 
than periſhing Gold, though it be zried in the Fire, but 
vill be found unto Praiſe, and Homur, and Glory, at the 
appearing (or Revelation) of Jeſus Chriſt e his 1 
| oxi H vf rug se YOURT rial of Faith, as tt may te 
| tranſlated; which implies bath St. PauPs Obedience of 
Faith (Rom. xvi. 26.) J is being. not without Law, but 
under the Laau to Chriſt, C1 Cer. ix. 21.) bis fulfilling _ 
the Law, of Chri/,, (Gal. vi- 2.) and the very Purport of _ 
St. James's ſecond C apter : on Accvant of zebich, ene of 
their Demagogues. vinſphemorſy calls the I hele, l piſtola 


Straminea. 
Aud tha their Dc teftation of Law in gener al, is again# 


| the moral Law, cos er as aui Wrath and Death, ; 
©5488 laying the Sinner ; er {then ) as a © Schcol mater 
: both inſtructing and Wend the ignorant and tardy Seu! 
1350 Chriſt, 7 converting it,” and becoming io every Da- 
|, id not only a Rule 75 L. 8 and Manners; but the Foy and 


1 
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| 
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| Now then, my Beloved, if any of you, 
a Wege the Miniſtry of the Baptiſt, now 
or heretofore ate taught of GOD) and are 
even in the 7 Stage of Unction—reproved 
98 Sin under a. Jrching Senſe of _ 
D 


en 


Del Mole 7 bis Hhart, pl. cxix: or FA N aubether: that 
Enmity and Rebellion againſt GOD (/o natural to all Men 
riſe againſt the Law, as it is a Franſeript of the V 
rudi and Holineſi' of 0D hat their Deteſſation, I 
- fay, of Law is not only againſt natural Religion and Ihe 

more { Senſe,” but againſt the Word of GOD, the DR 
© LOGUE aich comprizes the Whole of Man's Duty to GOD 

and his Neighbour, is hence evident ; in that the ty pical 
and ceremonial Lao is out of the Queſſion, as uo longer it: 
Being; as the Subow only of good Things to come 


_nvhereas their Ravings are againſt Things in Being, Ke 


Lax, Deal, Death and Hell ““ auhich; in their Wri- 


Hugs, they ſcem equally to deteſt, and pray without Di- : 


ſtinction 7 be delivered from—xwithout mentioning the one 
Thing i che Law to be dreaded by the Sinner, and from 
_ avbich Chriſt has redeemed him, chen belit. Ding, namely, 


Tx Cussx of Tax Law, Gal. iii. 13. 25 they foould 


altoays do on ſuch Occafrons., 

But however deteftable, dereftable indeed! „ the DrAris ne 

1 of Antinomianiſm be 20 all, whb believe there i a COD, 
and acknowledge, that Mad ir bi} Crontate and Subject; 


' aid, as a rational Bring, bound 10 obry his moral 4 


ober everſive it be of all Authority beth of GOD and 
"Mos oer us. however contrary 15 both the Law of Na- 


the Gefpe! ; avh3eh*avere © not only io create Man- a-new, 
oy butt 7% bring back his Heart 
der the Obedience of Faith, (Rom. xvi. 26.) and 1 bbget 
| that Love in 4, _ is the . of the Law, 7 ch. 


xiii. 


eee 


ture, aud Revelatign, that is, to all Rell 7on—hoaugver | 


+ evaſive F the Senſe aud Spirit, the Ends and Purpoſes of 


from Anarchy. and Rebellion un- 


f ſure, 
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GOD, forcing you to cry out, What muſt 7 
do to be ſaved Pf any of you know ſo 
much of your own Hearts as to fee your- 
ſelves in fallen Adam, (for the Humanity ſin- 
ned and fell) and that you have been ſhun- 


ning 


—_— 


. 


* 


xili 1000 a which all of hat Perfantion e 5 
to be an inſeparable Fruit of their Juſtipcation; for * he 


that hath much forgiven, loveth much.” To which let me 


add, © this is the Love of GOD that we keep his Com 


mandments 3 ; and io ſuch his Commandments are not grie- 


vous (1 John v. z.) — however, in fine, the Antino- 
mian Spirit, evhich „ teaches Men fo,?: incurs the Cen- 


fare, ** he ſhall be called the leaſt in the Kingdom of Hea- 
wen.” 1 have great Charity Jor ignorant Antinomians, 
whom may ] accompany in Glory !—the fincere Populace, 1 
= mean, among them, do either conſider as little the rebel. 
lious Spring of their Principles, even the Heart that ſays, 


Who is the Lord, that I ſhould obe ey him? 45 the Cour | 


ſequence, or fatal Tendency of them. 


And as to their Leaders or Teachers, I —_ Joke that ; 
their Heads are more to blame 2 their Hearts. And 


even of Luther, though ſincere, 7 am ferced to ſay, that. he 
avanted Fudrment ( as appears, eſpectally, in his Commen= 
tary on the Epi/?le to the Galatians) to temper his juſt Ab- 


kerrence cf the Popiſh Merit of Works; and that he bent 
the Stick (as is often the Caſe in polemic Divinity, an un- 

s ſeen Agent ever delighting 10 drive Men into Extremes; 
ſemetimes into the Fire, and ſometimes into the Water} 
that he bent the Stich, ſo much the contrary Way, that he 


brake 24; and incurred that Blunder in A. gument, d, 
the Logicians call, the inferring too much. 


If wwith the Nicolaitans of old, or the nominally Chri- 10 


; lian Morld at pr eſent, they practice (as well as write) 4- 


26d if « all Marks aud E 22 ces 7 of F aith ; J am ready: 
1 | . {6 


. _ 
ef — > * 

3 - Sat” as — 
* 


; 2 Cor. through the Miniſtration of Condemnation ; 
"i 9. (for the Holy. Ghoſt, proceeding from the 


* PE — 
* 


and the Lowe ofen many Waxing cold, Matt. XXIV, "EP Mark 


"" I] 
ning » GOD, and hiding your fallen Naked - 
nee from him with the poor Fig-leaves of 
an imagined Righteouſneſs—If any of you 
(now enlightened) are convinced (I ſay) of 

Sin—that Sin which is Hell in the Heart, | 
and fo feel your Want of a Saviour, and of 
| his Salvation from it— If any of you are tra- 
velling and heavy laden, and fo crying out, 
Who, who ſhall deliver me from the Body of 
this Death! If your Mouths are ſtopped 


Father and the Son, muſt fir/t be a Spirit 
of Fear and Bondage before he can be a Spi- 
rit of Adoption) —If your Mouths are happi- 
ly ſtopped, I ſay, and you are become guil- 
ty before GOD—lf any of you, humbled || \ 
through the Knowledge of your own Hearts, t 
can ſtoop to be ſaved as a Sinner only, and 

. With the Harlots and Publicans who came 
tao 


— * ce On OP SO he Prat nn" "I" — 


76 cry out with FP bg of ee T6 TuoT0C ToTov « 7 3 
great is the Darkneſs ! if they are truly Chriſtian in Heart 
and Life, how abſurd is their Conduct] but there are more 
Signs of the latter Day than Earthquakes in divers Places, 


- X111, Shs 212. 1 
1 ob up my Judgment of that irrel pious as e | 
bat monſtrous 'Tenet, (cubich ] hate, and not the Peo- |" 
ple) that it is, as I have ſaid ojeauhere, a * wrong- |} 
- heaved DoErine.” But * 1 do not underſtand them. 1 + 
if fo, T ſhould be glad to be informed. And, as I am open 


« 70 Convidicn, /o it becomes them to remove from me, and 1 60 


ail other Chr: eu all eee and Mea, 0725 7 | : CF-7 
Ae, | Fr 


to Chriſt, you can cry aloud, and ſay, GOD 


. . EY — 


was the proper Dijpoſition for Relie If thus 


joice in the Strength of your Salvation |! ) it 
Was to point out to ſuch of you, (and ſucb, 1 
g bleſs GOD, there are among you) It wass 
to lay to you, © BEHOLD THE LAM OF John i. # 


- cr cumſtanced,. you can apply to Jeſus Chrij?, = — 
Il will ſhew you another principal Part off 1 
the HBaptiſt's Office; and it was to point out == | 
to ſuch of you, (O be joyful, and heartily re- Pf, xevs _ I! 

| : 


[-39 3: 


be merciful to me a Sinner! If the Law, 
without which you have hitherto been alive, has 
exerted it's Office upon you, ( has worked Rom. 
Wrath) and you can truly ſay with the A.- jy, 1 55 


poſtle, «When the Commandment came, Rom. | 
Sin revived, and I died“ lf the Law vii. 9. i 

_ (whoſe Works, notwithſtanding, as your Matt. i 
Works, you may ignorantly have confided xx. 20. | 
in) look /hily upon you, confeſſing it's Im- Rom. | 
potence to Juſtification ; and as a School- Ir 3. 1 
maſter only tu Chriſt, tell you plainly, “that | 

_ curſed is every one that continueth not, hat [| 
continueth not, in all Things, in all Things Gal. iii. [! 
Written in the Law- to. do them.” In a 164 © ] 
Word, if you are hungering and thirſting for _ 1 
the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and with the f 
inflamed Aﬀections of a Magdalene to have i 
your ſeven Devils (all your unclean Spirits, . 1 

| your ungodly Aﬀections) caſt eut—If yon 3 if 
can come with the poor Paralitie, the un | 


clean Leper; if you can come with the 
Lame, the Halt, the Blind; whoſe Senſibii. 
lity of their wretched and lamentable State 


2 


GOD! THAT TAK ETH AWAY THE SINS 29. 
or THE WoRLD!” expreſſive of the Voice 
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E Angels on the ſame Occaſion, who prai- 


Luke ii. ſing . e ſaid, „Glory to GOD in the 
1 35 14. Higbeſt, and on Earth Pane good i to- 


_ wards HAen ! —exprefhve of a loud Voice 


Rev: from Heaven, $** New * 7s come Salvation and 
1 10.0% ength, and the Ringo of: our GOD, and 


18. dit ala * ae became the Kingdems s of our 


Lord, 


5 * - RE] . a — 
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- li. ti. 


Ds MM Th wy 7 ads hawk been fulf Ving iu x particular, ever 

AEnce John's Bapiiſin if Repentan e, which ſetting it's Axe 
to the Root of Sin in ws, is the Violence (the pulling out 
his right Eye) offered to our cerrupt Nature that taketh the 
5 2 of Heaven by force: they are ſtill fulfilling in 


very penitent, V is anointed of GOD, or a true Chri- 
ki ian e Go where eur there is d true Church (that is, King- 
dom) of Chriſt ; however ſcattered throuzh the ſcoeral 


denominations of Chriſtians, cubo Care to confeſs Chriſt 
before Men, in Opp:/ation to cubat is called. Religion. tl at 
_ hangling the Word of GOD DECEITPULLY through 
| Philoſophy, (or School Divinity ) after the Traditions of 
Nen, after the Rudiments of the World, and rot after 
Chriſt ! £ What a gocdiy Mixture of Ethniciſm and Chri- 


ſuanity : Dr. More cells it, Pagano-chriftia niſm, he 


applauded Spirit that is, and has been ofpe/ivg the Str'58 
of Scripture, as avell as of our << happy « Conſtitution F.C- 
_elcfiaftical !?? but alas ! continue it muſt in the outward 
Temple, or outer Court thereof, during the Reign of the 
Beaſt; for it ts given up to the Gentiles rey and 10 


Months, (Rev. xi.) after avhich Time the Words will have 


- #beir full Completion, avhen Call other Principalities and | 


 Porvers being Sbdud, (1 Cor. xv.) Chriſt Hall reign "| 


oder his Conteſlors, 20h have not been aſbancd of his 5 > 


; tel % aFSup-a in it's Unccrrupineſe, (Rom. i 1. 16. Eph. 
vi. 24.) @ theyard I cars, Rev. NN. 40 
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Tal 


Erl and of his Chriſt, and he ſhall * for 


eder and ever 


And ſuch Love had 2 to his own Diſ- 
ciples in particular, (as all GOD's Mini- 


ſters have to thoſe. who are awakened and 


| converted under their Miniſtry) that he ſent Johniii. 
them (eſpecially becauſe he knew they were 26. 
prejudiced in his own Favour) that he ſent 


them to Chri/t, to be convinced with their 


own Eyes, that it was he that was to come, 
the promiſed Seed of the Woman, the Dęſire 
of all Nations, and in whom all Nations of 
the Earth /hould be bleſſed ; that it was he that 
was to come, and not e Io And this, by Gen. 
ſeeing the Propheſies and Promiſes of the xii. 3. 
Old Teſtament, all confirmed and accom- Ifaiah 
pliſhed in Chry/7; in that the Blind received XXXV+- 
their Sight, the Lame walked, the Lepers 5,6. 
were cleanſed, the Deaf heard, the Dead 
(the Dead eſpecially i in Treſpaſſes and Sins) 
were raiſed, and the Poor, the Poor in Spi- 
rit, the humble,” ſelf-condemned Sinners, 
had the Goſpel, the glad Tidings, (and to 
them only glad Tidings) preached to them 
mayor; Were evangelized or goſpel-- 
 7zed—had that Goſpel], for which they were 


before diſpoſed by John's Baptiſm of Repen- 


_ tance, bhrenght home to their penitent Hearts, 
in all its Myfteries, and Bleſſings, and Pow- 
„5 
From what has been ſaid, my Brethren,. 
we may obſerve, firſt, that not a bare na- 
= tural SOLTOW 5-07 what the Apoſtle calls, 
5 EY the 


Gen. 
11: 15. 


Hag. ii. 


— * — —_— — 4 
age r ee os 


N [42] 
the Sorrow of this World,“ but that Re- 
pentance, which is the Gift of GOD, and 
which our Church tells us, we muſt “ he- 
„lech him to grant us,” is the Repentance of 
_ Chriſtians, is Repentarce unto Life. For him 
Acts v. hath GOD exalted, ſays St. Peter, with his 
31. own right Hand, to be a Prince and a Sa- 
Vvuoour, to give Repentance unto Ifrael, and 


(then) Forgiveneſs of Sins. And this Repen- 


tance is ever known by 1 it's Fruits; for it is 
a Hing to Sin, or, as our Church calls it, 
my Repentance, whereby we forſake Sin“ 
Such a Mortification of our fallen Tempers, 
(not in Man originally) Pride, Self. ſuffi- 
ciency, Envy, Hatred, Malice, Falſhood, 
Sc. as pulls down theſe Arong H:lds of Hep 
tan ſuch a Self-denial Lan our Lord ſays, 
if any Man will come after me, let him de- 
ny himſelf) as begets in us a Conformity to 
8 the Croſs of Chri- a Death unto Sin, 
20. * a new Birth unto Righteouſneſs.” For 
Rom. behold, ſays the Apoſtle, this ſelf-ſame 
vi. 5. Thing, that ye ſorrowed after a godly ſort, 


(ara city according to GOD) what Cares: 


fulneis it hath \ wrought 1 in you; yea, what 
| clearing : 


* N , hen 15 gle 70 worth Men, not regenie= 
rated by GOD's Spirit, whoſe Grief is but a ſharp Feeling 
of their Miſeries without any fincere Repentance, or a Re- 
nciſe and wounding the Conſcience fer their Sins; without 
| Faith, Amendment, er Converſion to GOD. New they 
avheſe Sorrow and Refentance proceeds only frem Fear of 
Puniſhment, or of GOD's Vengeance; fall into Dejpair, 
4. Cain, Saul, Jace, and Aten Diodati, « on r the Place, 


the Unilion of his Holy Spirit, as it not only“ 
| ſuppoſes, but enforces the moral Law by that 

| Grace, which no Law can give: for could _ 
| there poſſibly have been a Law given to Gal. wy 
| Man in his d//abled, fallen, dead - Circum- iii. 21. 
ſtances, that cauld have given Life, verily, _ 

| fays the Apoſtle, Righteouſneſs might have 

Ideen by the Law*; we learn, I ſay, that, 
Chriſtianity is, eſpecially, the Religion of Nom. : 
Cbriſtian that Chriſtianity, as it ſheds a- xiii. 9. 


1 


| 
1 


[43] 


clearing of yourſelves ; yea, what Indigna- 
tion [againſt yourſelves]; yea, what Fear 
[of offending]; yea, what vehement Deſire 
after, and to pleaſe GOD]; yea, what 


} Zeal [for his Glory]; yea, what Revenge 
| [on yourſelves, _ thoſe ſinful Luſts, that 
{ ſought for Happineſs out of GOD]. _ 


We may learn, ſecondly, from what bas 


been ſaid, that Chriſtianity alone as it ſignihes : Rom. = 


] viii. 0 


broad the Love of GOD and Man in the 10. 
Heart, the moral Senſe,” the , mo- 
ral Rectitude“ (fo vainly, fo impotently 

| boaſted of by our mere Naturaliſts) is the 
| Religion of Chr iſtians : and that to preach 
(as ſome florid Divines do) bare natural Re- 

| ligion, or moral Philoſophy, as it is gene- 
rally taught by them to imply a Sufficiency in 
Man to his own Salvation, and, (what is a 


fil greater Abſurdity) Merit in his Works, 


1 i to miſguide, is to lead from the Point, is to 


give falſe 5 or put us on a wrong Scent, 
| | 18 


5 # 
e — — . ˖—‚ —— . 
—— — — 4 Nr S {Js 


1 all under Sin, that the Promiſe by F aith in Fin n 
r be given 70 them that believe. 8 


th . FTI FOE 66 « the Tons 8 1 
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Matt. v. vinced Soul, that is hungering and thirſting 
after Chriſt, that is ſeeking the Kingdom of 


8. 


Matt. 


vi. 33. 
4 Cor. 


| ii. 2. 


4 


is to inſult Weakneſs ;. nay, is Feyptian Cruel. 


ty, to demand the Tale of Brick without 
Straw. No. I will be bold to fay, that 
Etthniciſn and School-Divinity are but mea- 
gre Food for an awakened Heart, for a con- 


GOD and his Rrghteoujneſs ; and that every 
Chriſtian Miniſter's Purpoſe /howld be that of 


the Apoſtle, I have determined to know nothing 


among yeu ſave Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucified. 
To fay no more, the Church of England is 


| acknowledged, even by her Enemies, to be 
above all others, charitable ; and yet ſhe is 


ſevere, if ſo I may ſay, upon one Occaſion, 


namely, when provoked by thoſe, who 
| preach or receive any Doctrine but 'Zeſus 


5 Art. 18 


Chriſt. « They are to be held accurſed, 


c ſays ihe, that preſume to ſay, that every 1 
Man fhall be ſaved by the Law or Sect 
4 that he profeſſeth, fo that he be diligent | 


4 do frame his Life according to the Law, 
c 


and the Light of Nature : For Holy Scrip- 


ture doth ſet out unto us only the Name 
5 


of Jeſus Chr iſt, whereby Men muſt be 


85 wy faved. 55 


Thirdly, You 5 had: my Brethren, EM 


| bleſſed Effect of Conviction of Sin*; that 
Brokenneſs“ of Heart, the Cauſe of true Re- 


pentance, 


— 


„ 
— — 


* 5 the Language _ the - Warld, 66 3 Mad: 
55 eh » « Deſpair, &c.” May not this be dene (ſay they) 
5M without aa | Men to Deſpair? 7 anſwer, 1ft, that 
- Eo ors uh Reaſon: 


O 


2 to 


— 2 


(as); 


5 pentance, which the Diſciples of 2 had 
been under from the conſtant Tenor of his 
Preaching, which was to call Sinners to 
Chriſt for now only are they glad to hear 
of the. Lamb of GOD, that taketh — the 
Sins of the World. _ - 
 Fourthly, You fee herein the Office of - 
*ohn Baptiſt CONTINUED in al! Miniſters of 
the Goſpel, who mult firſt be S925 of Thun- 
dier, before they can be Sons of Conſolation © 
As yen muſt firſt be under the Law, Diſci- 
ples of John, before you can come into the Rom. 
| Liberty” of the Goſpel, Diſciples of Chriſt. ni. i 
And take Heed to yourſelves, my Brethren, 
that with the People who heard Fon, and 
with the Publicans, you juſtify GOD, recei- 
ving his Miniſtry, and being being baptiſed 1 Lake 
with his Baßliſm; and this, as you would a- vin. 29, 
void the ſad but juſt Fate of the Phariſees 30. 
and Lawy ers, (thoſe holy, good Men at 
the Head of 605 Church 1 who reject - 


CY — ——.. 2 


* Reaſon itſelf teilt us, n» Good whatever can be locked 
&« fer, much leſs obtained, till the Want thereof i 25 heartt- 
6 0 felt. And, ſecondly, For one Perſon who is loſt thro) 
40 Deſpair, (which can river be, where there is the leaſt 
rain of Faith) a e periſh through Security and 
Uh Preſumption. But alas! can the World find out no 
« better a Turm than that contemptible one Deſpair for cur 
Lord's fundamental Bling, the very Beginning of 
« Chriſtiau Hope, POVERTY OE SPIRIT? O wawhere is 
&« our Church's * right Judgment in all Things! n bow. 
6c vary is the Spirit of the World to what of the Goſpel!” 
See the Preface to a Fuſt- Sermon, intitled, Infidelity the 
Ruin of ; a People; or, Unbelief the damning Sin, 
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[46]. 
ed the Counſel (the Purpoſe) of GOD a a- 


gainſt themſelves, being not baptiſed of him. 
For, /elf-righteous as they were, whole, and 
| not needing the Phyſician, they knew him 

: not; but did unto him whatſoever they liſted. 
* 13. Fifth, You ſee here, that whiſe Men 
are dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, that is, 


while they are aſleep in a natural State, un- 


awakened, unconvinced of Sin, they think 
kindly of, and converſe with all Manner 


of Sins as with a Boſom Friend, (and i in- 
deed it is Nature, it is Complection)— they 
not only commit it themſelves, but have 


Pleaſure in thoſe that do them; or (to ex- 
preſs their utmoſt Diſlike) talk only of Sin, 
as they may of the Poiſon of an Adder, un- 


ſtung by it; for as they ſee not it's De fer- 


muty, as neither their Learning nor Philo- 
Mark ſophy can open the Sint of the och Iſſue ;, 
. wi 21, they lament not, that it is Death, that it is 
22. Fell, that it is the Image of the. Devil in 
them“ which has ſpolled them of their ori- 
ginal Beauty, in having effaced the Image- 
of GOD; and therefore are no more ſolli- 
cCitous to be reſtored, than the Man is to be 
| healed, who, having a mortal Diſeaſe, can 
not be perſuaded of his Danger; but thinks 
himſelf in perfect Health. Therefore are 
formal Chriſtians (Chriſtians without Unc- 
tion () as indifferent to Chriſt and the Pawer 


of his Goſpel, as to any Trifle upon Earth. 


© But 01 our r Lord afſigns the Reaſon, they that 


are 


N 8 . : . b 5 — 


: * Read the Homily fer Chriſtmas-Day. = 
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a Perſon (ſuppoſe of a deſerted, helpleſs, 


[ 47 ] 


are whale need not the Phyſician, but they that Mar E 


are ſich. I came not to call the Ribas, J bur i. 17. 
Sinners to Repentance. 


Sixthly, From what has been ſaid, you 


ſee the bleſſed Effect of a true, living, fa- 
ving Faith, in the revealed Word of GOD; 


as of the Miſery of empty Profeſſion— Pro- : 


eſſion only concerning the Fall of Man, con- 


cerning his Loſs of the divine Image, con- 
cerning his Redemption again from the for- 


mer, as his Reſtoration in the latter—a poor, 
formal, empty, fruitleſs Opinion —an Opi- _ 
nion only concerning ſuch Traditions,“ as it 
never makes the formal Profeſſor miſerable* 
for the one, nor happy for the other.. 


| You fee, laſtly, the bleſſed Effect of a 


: meaning Heart, that ches with the Goſpel, 
and looks to have it applied; in firſt feeling 
the Miſery of Sin, and then in getting rid 
of the Load thereof —in bungering | and 
thirſting (thirſting with the panting Hart) 
after the Bleſſings of Chriſte" % Chriſt the 
Light of the World — < Chriſt the ſecond. 
Adam. in whom all that believe ſhall be 
made alive again “ Chriſt the expreſs I- 
mage of GOD 's Perſon,” IMMANUEL, who 


being formed in us, we recover what we 


loſt in Adam — © Chriſt the firſt Fruits 640. * 7 
them that ſlept Chriſt in you the Hope Cal. "mf 
of Glory” —a Blefling as natural, if it will 
bear any Compariſon, as natural to the 


Soul of Man that knows itſelf, as is that of 


T Language of our Church, in ber Litany. 


Heb, i. 


Rom. 


(48] 


Aa ſtarving Child, that has found the Com: | 
forts of it's Mother's Breaſt) that has loſt _ 
his Beloved, but finds him again—all that 


Could make him happy; has found again 


his % Piece of Money — the Treaſure bid 


in a Fiel the Pearl of great Price ! for 


Gen. 
1 


457 6. 


. Matt. v. 
2359, 30. 


1 Cor: 
= th 30. 


* Pha 15 


| 3 Joo 


Kili. 14. 
Rev. iii. 


75 18. 


the which he is bro willing to ſell ALL that 
he hath—all his ſubſtituted Good, all that 
the Serpent tempted him with, by KAT and 
 KNowW—all that he has received from ſin- 
ful Adam—all his unholy Nature—al? that 
the natural Man is happy in, inſtead of 
_ GOD. For now, at length, he confeſſes 
the Truth of what his Lord had told him ; 3 
even that it is “ profitable for him, that | 
one of his Members ſhould perifa, and 
„ not that his whole Body ſhould be caſt. g 


« into Hell.” 
10 conclude. 


ing, /a believing, have found Jeſus their Sa- 


e Saviour from the Guilt, Pol- 
lution, and Dominion of Sin—Cbrijt their 
Prophet, Prieſt, and King, in all that the 
UNCTION, Chriſtianity ſignines; I have no- 
thing more to ſay, than "that they go on to 


know him; the Power of his Death and Re- 


n i. ſurreBlim—ſ0 to believe in him as to receive = 
him; for to ſuch only gives he Power to be- 


come again the Sons of GOD. I have no- 
thing more to ſay than that they put him on, 


to as to cover their fallen Nakednz ſs, and be 
„ „ eee 


To theſe happy pute 1 

nately ſo miſerable under the Curſe of the 
Law, under the Spirit of Bondage, now ſo 
happy under the Bleſſings of the Goſpel, 
. under the Spirit of Adeption ; ; who / repent- 


ö 


- - —— 
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11 


reſtored again in the Image of him, that | 


created them. And with him to put on 


(as the Ele& of GOD, holy and beloved) 


Bowels of Mercies, Kindneſs, Humbleneſs 


5 of Mind, Long-ſuffering, forbearing one 
another, and forgiving one another, (if any Eph. Ive 
Man hath a Quarrel againſt any) even as 3 


_ Chrit forgave them, ſo to do. I have no- 


thing more to ſay to theſe Children of 
_ GOD, who have experienced him faithful to 


Ds Promiſes, than that they drimk into his » 


| | Spirit—his Meekneſs, Humility, Patience, 


and Reſignation to the Will of his Father; 


for this, this was the Mind that was in Chris; 
| and fo ſhall they be complete in him—to Col. ii. 


_ theſe Chriſtians indeed, theſe ancinted Ones, 


who have ſaid with the bleſſed Virgin, e 
it unto me according to thy Word] 5 I have 
nothing more to ſay, than that through the 
ſame Spirit, that has brought them hitherto, 

| they ze/ty and prove this Blefling by it's 
Fruits, by it's Marks and Evidencs; name- 


ly, by the Wort of Faith, and Labour of 
Love, by an holy Heart, the Abundance of 


which will ever flow out into an holy Life 
or that they te, ih, that they have received | 


_ Chrift by walking in him—that they prove 


| their Juſtification ; that they prove it, (for 
the Heart of Man is Jeccitfal above all 


10, 


Things, through ftrong Imagination and 


Self- love) —in "fine, that they prove their 


Faith ; for fola fide, though a . Truth 


do the truly anointed, to the meaning and ſin- 
 _ cere Chriſtian ; proves the Devil's Trap to 
Fypecrites—that they prove their Acceptance 


| with | 


[5] 

with G0D, their Peace which paſſeth all 

( barely human) Underſtanding, by loving 

the Lord their GOD with all their Heart, with 

all their Mind, with all their Soul, with all 
heir Strength*—that they love their Neigh- 
Bour (for the ſecond is like unto the firſt) as 
themſelves, and do unto all Mankind as they 


would they ſhould do unto them; for 


Ar t. 12. C good Works neceſſarily ſpring from a true 
and living Faith;” and this is the Law and 
the Prophets, which Chriſt came to fulfil 


| Rom, both in himſelf, and by his Spirit in them. 
'This Love is the ful lg of of the Law ; this 
Homil. Love, ſays the C 5 of ul is the 


Xii. 18. 


on ju- one Source of all good Works. 


ſtifca- „„ But : : 


tion. 


— 


* T he. ingenious, as pious Mr. 8 has the fol- 
Loving Words in a Poſtcript to his firſt Letter : © $h "RS 


4 bridge the preceeding Letter, and contract the whole into 


„ thoſe tauo great Commandments, which made the firſt 
« awakening Impreſſions on my own Heart? Thou ſhalt 
love the Lord thy GOD with ALL thy Heart: Thou 
* ſhalt love thy Neighbour as THYsELF— amazing! 
% ſaid your Aſpaſio. Are thele the Commands of GOD? 
48 obligatory, as the Prohibition of Adultery, or the Ob- 
6 ſerwation of the Sabbath? Then has my whole Life 
'& been a conti nual Act of Diſobedience. Not a Day, 
« gor an Hour, in which ] have performed my Duty !— _ 
« This Conviction firuck me, (as the Hand-writing upon 
c the Wall firuch the preſamptuous Monarch) nor ever gave | 
c up the great Controverſy, till, wader the Influences 4 
«* the Spirit, it brought me weary and heavy laden to 


* * IESs CHRIST.“ See Theron and Ae 24 Vel. 
: ©. 395+ 37 Edt. 8 
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But that the greater Importance of the 
Subject may not occaſion us to forget Fohu 
Styleman, Eſq; late of Danſon \ in this Pariſh, 


the Founder of this annual Diſcourſe, let us 


remember our Benefactor with Gratitude. 
And, that J repeat not what has been ſaid 
on former Occaſions, let me admoniſh 9 
that enjoy his Benefaction, that by your 
Induſtry, and Sobriety, and religious De- 
meanour, you recommend yourſelyes to the 
Miniſter and Church-wardens, who are, 
by his Will, empowered to continue you in, 
or to exclude you: And that you, who hope 
to be admitted on Vacancies into the Alms- 


houſes by him founded, do behave well : 


for no ill-behaved Perſons can be Partakers e | 


To of that Favour, 


And now, O JL fed Flur, by Shawn and. Job: 


= through whom ale we can come to GOD, xiv. 6 ;_ 


thy Father —Thou Author of all Grace, 
let thy Holy Spirit bleſs the Word at this 


/ Time delivered, to the Hearts of them that 
have heard it Send down on thy Clergy in 

1 Particular, the healthful Spirit of thy 
Brace,“ that they may all knw whereunto | 

| they are called, and may rightly divide thy Word? Tim 


of Truth, O illuminate all Biſhops, Prieſts, 


and Deacons with the true Knowledge ind . 
Underſtanding of thy Word, that by both _ 
| their Preaching and loing—their Life and 
Dodtrine, they may ſet it forth and ſhew it 

| accordingly : and to this End, O Lord, 
| {ſhut up their Hearts to a worldly "Spirit, that 8 


thy Name be no longer Pape among 


the Geaziles, nor their holy Profeſſion "= 
Oy + 2 deemed 5 


Ul. 15: 


52 J. 


deemed a Trade. Give them (in Continuance of 

the Office of thy holy Servant Fohn Bapti/t) 
1 conſtantly to ſpeak the Truth,” (the Truth 

only as it is in thee, O Feſus) © boldly to 


<< rebuke Vice,” and | patiently to ſuffer 


for thy Truth's fake;” which thou haſt 


| Taid, they muſt do of they will preach it un- 
 mixt, and in Sincerity 


mbolden them; in 


195 vi. his Spirit, to call Sinners to Repentance, that 


* 


fo coming to thee, they may be anointed into 
all the Bleſſings of thy Undion—thy Chri- 


ſtianity, as 4 tinguiſhed from what is called 


Religion amongſt us: That fo the People 
pf this Land being brought, through their 
_ Miniſtry, into all the Mysteries, Blefſmgs, 

and Pawers of thy Goſpel, they may have 

meaning Hearts, and experience what. thy | 
Kingdom is: that their Eyes being opened, and 
turned from Darkneſs to Light, and from the 


"Atta Power of Satan t GUD, they niay receive Fore 
26. 18. giveneſs of Sins, and an Inheritance among them 


that are fautified by Faith that is in this = T'0: 


whom wit th thy Father and thy Holy Spi- 


it, we: aſc TOs with the whole Chriſtian 
Church, em the Beginning) equal Ho- 
nour, G'er',, and Praiſe, both now and i 


for EVE. more, Amen. 3 


pon, 


[53] 


POSTSCRIPT. 


8 I have been kindly reproved, I may | 
tay, mit: ſapientid Lal, by a much-e- . 


© Reemed and good Friend, for * t99 great 
Ztal“ in the Viſitation Sermon, and Letters 


in Defence of our preſent Liturgy againſt 5 


E 


the 5 candid Diſquiſittons, and Authors of the 
xpediency (yea Neceſſity ) of altering our. 


preſent Liturgy :”* „For that Zeal (ſaid my 
% honoured Friend) without Love and Pru- 


« dence does more Harm than Good: 
I wouLD beg Leave to reply in the 
 Meeknefs of IViſdim, were I. a Proſi- 


cient in that heavenly Grace; that! in ſuch 


a lukewarm Age as this, when our Gallio's Rev. it. 
care for none of theſe Things, a Zeal for pf, 
60d 's Houſe (his Church) ſhould rather n. 
be countenanced, than continue altochs t to have John! it, 
7 = 4 
I honour, and eſteem, and thank my good 1 85 Lg 8 
Friend for his Admonition; but I would 
humbly hope that my Zeal in the ſaid lame 


celd Water theo on it. 


16, 16. 


Performances, has not been without Cha- 


rity, without Love to our Church and her 


Clergy. If it be quite fo, I coniels myſelf 


miſſaken: and abſolutely ſo, as THIS was a 
Motive of my undertaking ſuch a Taſk— * 
my ſubjecting my weak Shoulders to ſuch 
a heavy Burden, when I could prevail on 


none of wy aer eee to en- 


f ' | Sade n 


r 


————ů — 


„„ 
gage in it. And as to “ Prudence” if he 
means thereby worldly Prudence, or worldly 


Wiſdom, 1 confefs myſelf no Proficient 8 . 
* aa and ſpauld he mean that e Pru- 
Hence, 


* * 


TY the ek p I des» not to Fa ay that Sts „ 
|  Gypel-Grace Simplicity—thai ſingle Eye) of the follow-. 5 
ing Letter, atteſt this—adareſſed to a late Moſt Reverend, 


after he had granted a Promiſe, of the only Preferment I e- 
der aſked him; (a Favour, lis known, frequently grant- 


ed to the meaneſt Domeſtic) which wwas to put one of my Sons 
into the Charter-Houſe School. And the Simplen, 61 15 TO 


glare, as the Event WAS x foreſeen. : 


5 « Mey it al BY Grace, | 


n E V 1 came Hane 7 ' found 7 bad not one be + a 
that Sermon, which your Lordſhip was ſo kind a- 

5 40 to encourage me t0 fend you, and to tell me you avould dei gn 5 

to read; and was put to the Delay of ſending to my Book- 

4 ſeller for it. I dare believe your Grace's Moderation is 

* known unto all Men; and that you auill Judge kindly of 


1 from the Intention, ene Defects it may 3 


8 « nay, though it hade occaſioned me to be looked fon ever | 


«« ſince, a; a ſpeckled Bird among my Brethren. 


Indeed, my Lord, I have been in a great Maar, | 
«c tempted 20 judge, that ſome, ah are ſo loud for the 
«© Church, and her © nappy CONSTITUTION,” nean 
e nothing. Fer aubat is the Conſtitution of our Church ? 

Are not theſe Homilies, Liturgy, and Articles fill en- 

jgying (blefſed be GOD) all the Authority that King, | 

„ Tords, and Commons, and Convocation can gie 
«© them; and breathing the dery Spirit of the Scriptares, 1 
from æubence they are derive? and yet how deſpiſed - = 
of < N Jrvaking) we Homilies in particular ; bo h 

: ſubſcribed, : 


1 55 


dence, Intrigue, Craft, Policy, which for 
Prefer ment ſake courteth Men in Power, or 
ſhunneth the Reproach of the Croſs in this 


Laodicean Age; — Prudence 5 look for 


Grace 5 


— 


« | ſubſcribed, aff ented, an conſented. to, again 1 and a” 


6 gain, by all of us, under the 3 5th Article ! 


6 


ec 
4 3 


£66 


4 


66 


c 


Permit me then, my Lord, to ſay, that 1 preſage great 5 
6 Things from that Spirit of your Grace's, that then made 
c ſuch a glerines Stand. For what may not ſuch a Spirit 
farther do under the Direction of the divine Un&tion ! _ 
eſpecially as yeu have nothing now to hope or fear from 
the World? O, what a Talent Hs GOD entre You: | 


40 
40 


* 


far, my Lord, that the pretended Excuſe—the | 
Obſoleteneſs of rheir Stile and Language in ſome Pla- 

ces; 75 4 non Cauſa pro Cauſa for /uch their Treat- 
p Offence, that they are too mean- 

ing, 700 ſcriptural—70 full of Unction ( Chriſtianity | 

you know, my Lord) for this deiſtie Age? O whata _ 

Number of Deiſts are concealed under the 0 bathing of 

GO, Children! | 

But our Eyes are upon your Grice; a have frown, 5 

"ata very critical Time, ſuch Zeal fer the outward Ejta- 

_ bliſhment at leaſt—as much indeed as, at that Time, 

_ hawe been dene. And a good Omen then of what 

has fince fell out. For has not the gracious Providence 

of GOD, that then watched over us, raiſed you fence up 

« 70 build up the Kingdom of GOD :e Love of GOD 

and Man—4e Religion of the Heart, even Righteouſ- 

neſs and Peace, and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, * always 

« produtticve of Religion in the Life ? has it not choſen you 

from amcng your Brethren to reſtore the ſemeachat tar- 


ment, Is not the rea 


cn Beauty of the Reformation — hat Golpel- 
Church! av#zch is all glorious within? 


e . 


BB "Mo # - * > 2 1 
. Ty Fat WES nn EONS 


« Will 5 


1 
9 
: 
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race utterly to renounce; and now ſacri- 
fee it, as an Oblation, at 'the Foot of his. 
Croſs; who has ſaid to all thoſe, who dare 
to confeſs him, (in Oppoſition to ANT1- 

CHRIST in all Denominations of formal, 
fa e Chriſtians) verily, I ſay unto you, there 
in Man that hath left Houſe, or Brethren, or 
 Sifter, or Father, or Mother, or Fife, or Chil- 
aren, or Lands for my Sake and the Goſpel ; but 


Marky. ſhall receive an hundred-feld, now in this Time, 
Rh 30. Houfes, and Brethren, and Siſters, and Ma- 


_ thers, and Children, and Lands, with Perſe- 
bs cutions, and i in the Warld do come cternal 1 : 


| Bexley, 1 N 
20. . 


* 


5 


. @ ill your = excuſe the poor Zeal of an awakened. 


4 Hart & I would in all Things be approved by your 


„Grace, met only as you have a Right to knew what 1 
e preach and do; but being in great Gratitude for your 


% hind Reception o — and Grant Y my Requeſt 25 — 7 | 


8 my . | 


1 h8; « My "FR 
60 You our - Grace 's moſt dutif7 17 Son, | 


(e 4nd obedient bumbl Servant, 


5 T Bexley, March” 
"025; WTO. | 


« HEN. PIERS. 
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